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Course number

0G176 Title Media Studies Course group | I

Instructor Hwang, Seongbin (¥ &%)
Period Spring, Friday, 1" period Class Online Credits 2
Remarks

Course Objectives

This course enables students in the "second stage" of their lives to critically examine their personal
media history. The main goal is to connect core Media Studies concepts (audience, representation,
effects, and industry) to the students' lived experiences as they navigated significant technological
and cultural shifts from broadcast media (radio, TV) to the digital age (internet, social media).

Course Description

This course shifts focus from abstract media theory to concrete personal experience. We will
explore the history of communication technology not as a distant timeline, but as a series of events
that directly impacted how students lived, learned, and connected with the world. Through weekly
thematic discussions, students will be encouraged to share and analyze their memories of media
use, from listening to the radio with family to navigating the first home computers. The main
deliverable for the course will be a Personal Media History Project—an analytical or creative
essay that traces and critically evaluates their relationship with media across their lifetime. The
class will operate as a workshop, blending instructor lectures with focused discussion and
presentations of personal reflections.

Class schedule

Lesson 1:  4/10 Introduction: Why Study Our Media History?

Lesson2:  4/17 The World Heard: Radio, Records, and the Media of the Home (1950s-
1960s)

Lesson 3:  4/24 The Television Era: The Tokyo Olympics and the Rise of Mass-Produced
Content (Dramas, Variety Shows)

Lesson4: 5/8  Print & Public Opinion: The Power of Major Newspapers and the
Manga/Literary Magazine Ecosystem

Lesson 5:  5/15 Media, Representation, and the Problems of Postwar Japanese Identity
(Zainichi Koreans, Nationalism)

Lesson 6:  5/22 The Home Video Revolution: VCRs, Camcorders, and Producing Personal
History

Lesson 7.  5/29 The Digital Dawn: First Encounters with PCs, Keitai, Email, and Early
Japanese Internet Services

Lesson 8:  6/5  Living in Public: Digital Cameras, Social Media, and the Shift to "Always

Online™ Culture

Lesson9:  6/12 The Fandom Life: Otaku Culture, Fandoms for Dramas/Idols, and
Community Across Decades

Lesson 10:  6/19 Information Overload: Misinformation, Bias, and Trust in the Digital Age

Lesson 11:  6/26 Representation and Legacy: How Media Portrays the 'Second Stage' and
Beyond in Contemporary Japan

Lesson 12:  7/3  Project Workshop: Structuring Your Personal Media History
Essay/Presentation

Lesson 13:  7/10 Student Presentations (I): Sharing Personal Media History Projects

Lesson 14:  7/17 Student Presentations (I1) & Course Wrap-up

Evaluation

Attendance and class participation including presentation and team paper.

Textbooks

Hollows, Joanne, 2016, Media Studies: A Complete Introduction, Teach Yourself.
(Used as a resource for key theoretical definitions.)

Other Information

The course will be operated bilingually in Japanese and English. While we will
utilize English-language concepts and readings, high English proficiency is not
assumed. English materials will be simplified and confirmed in Japanese, and class
discussions will be adjusted to accommodate all students, encouraging active
participation regardless of language comfort level. The core focus this year is
providing a framework for analyzing your lifelong interaction with media
technology and culture.
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